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IfeLTUR CLAIMS: 



Claim 1 (Previously Presented) A process to obtain « fleshed pelt using saline water, said process 
comprising the steps of: 

i) treating raw hidcs/skin.s with not loss than 300% vv/v of saline water having 1 1000 to 10000 
ppm of chlorides, in the presence of not .ess than 0.04%w/v of salt of an alkali metal or alkaline earth 
metal, cither individually or in any combination thereof for a period of not less than 12 hours to obtain 
soaked hidcs/skin.s. 

ii) treating the soaked hides/skins with not less than 2% w/w of alkali metal in combination 
with not more than 200% w/v of saline water for a period of not less than 6 hours., and 

hi) fleshing the treated hides/skins of step (ii) to obtain the fleshed pell. 

Claim 2 (Previously Presented) A process as claimed in claim 1, wherein the saline water.has a sodium 
chloride concentration of more than 25000 ppm, 

Claim 3 (Previously Presetted) A process as claimed in claim 1, wherein the salt in step (i) is a salt of 
an alkali melaL 



Claim 4 (Previously Presented) A process as claimed in claim 1 . wherein the salt of the alkali metal 
alkali is selected from the group consisting of sodium hydroxide, sodium carbonate, sodium bicarbonate 
and combinations thereof. 

Claim S (Previously Presented) A process, as claimed in claim 9. wherein the .salt of the alkaline earth 
metals is selected from the group consisting of calcium hydroxide, magnesium hydroxide and 
combinations thereof. 



Claim 6 (Previously Presented.) A process as claimed in claim 1. wherein the skin/hides arc obtained 
from animals. 
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Claim 7 (Previously presented) A process as claimed in claim 6. wherein the animals selected are from 
ihe group consisting of a cow. goal, sheep and buffalo. 

Claim 8 (Previously Pressed) A process a, claimed in claim J . comprising treating the fleshed pel,: i, 
to prepare u finished lealher. 



Claim 9 (Previously Presented). A process as claimed in claim I. wherein the saM in step (i) is a salt of 
an alkaline earth mclal. 



Cla,m ,0 (Previously Presented). In a process for obtaining , Meshed pel, comprising the steps of (i) 
soak.ng a raw hidc/skm in water lor a rime effective to promote sufileien, rehydrat ion of the hide/skin to 
fochtate the subsequent removal of non-coJIagcnous materia, from the rchydra.ed hide/skin, (ii) trea.in, 
'he rehydratcd hide/skin with sufficient alkali to swell protein in the rchydra.ed hide/skin wherehv to 
■achate removal of ,hc .^collagenous material, and (iii) fleshing the hide/skin treated in step (ii) ,o 
obtain the fleshed pel,, the improvement wherein the raw hide/skin is soaked in step (i) in saline water 
havmg a salmity of more than 25000 ppm in the presence of a salt of an alkali metal or alkaline earth 
-netal before the hide/skin is treated with the alkali in step (ii, wherein the hide/skin is soaked in step (i) 
m no. less than 300% w/v of the .saline water in the presence of no, less than 0.04 w/v of the salt of the 
alkali metal or alkaline earLh met«i. 

Claim « « (Currently Amended). A process as claimed in claim 9 ... .0. wherein the rehydratcd hide/skin is 
-reated ,„ step (ii, with no, less than 2% wAv of the alkali in combination with no, more than 200%w/v of 
the saline water for a period of not less than 6 hours. 

Claim .2 (Previously Presented). A process a, claimed in claim 1 I . wherein the sal. is a sal, of an alka.i 
metal selected from the group consisting of sodium hydroxide, sodium carbonate, sodium bicarbonate 
and combinations thereof. 



Claim ,3 (Previously Presented). A process as claimed in Cairn 1 1 . wherein the sal, is a salt of 



an 
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alWinc earth meal ..elected iron, the group consisting ol cillcium !lvdrONjdc> ma „„ c<ij||m ^ 
combinations (hereof. 



Claim ,4 (Previously ,> rcsCmcd . A pmccss „ ^ , , ^ ^ ^ 

fleshed pel. with operations including (aiming <o prepare a finished leather. 

Claim . 5 (Previously Presented). A process as claimed in claim 1 1 , wherein the skin/hide i S from a 
cow, goat, sheep or buffalo. 
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